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Amid Hong Kong's rapid urban development, the conservation of
the city's historical and cultural heritage has sparked widespread
concern. The Hong Kong Drama/Theatre and Education Forum (TEFO)
is committed to the teaching and conservation of local history and
culture. Since 2008/09, they have been planning and organising a series
of Heritage Theatre activities to increase students' awareness of and
interest in local history and culture through drama, while growing in
them a sense of belongingness.

Last year, training courses for teachers themed “Tsuen Wan Lo Wai —
History Footprints” were held in the 300-plus-year-old village of Lo Wai
in Tsuen Wan where the teaching artists and teachers worked together
to design some teaching plans for the students. Eventually 20 Heritage
Theatre activities were held inside the village.

Combining drama, heritage, history and the environment, the Heritage
Theatre used interactive educational drama techniques and guided
activities to let the students understand the local history from various
perspectives and to contemplate the value of cultural heritage and
conservation. TEFQ's Manager Amigo Yeung said: “We emphasise the
importance of the environment and so we walked students through
historical scenes. These were not purely theatrical performances;
we focused a lot on the students' participation. Hence, an array of
interactive features such as role-playing and improvised drama were
offered to let the students think from the perspective of the characters.”

Experience History at Heritage Sites

The activities went beyond memorialising at the heritage sites, which
also allowed students to experience history on-site, appreciate drama
performances and through drama, experience the lives of historical
figures. The four dramas were Eastern Putuo, The Cheung Clan Temple,
Lo Wai Public School and Sam Deep Tam Hero's Rock, all of which
were based on historical figures and legends in Lo Wai. Students put
up impromptu performances to depict life in the old Lo Wai Public
School, while teachers played village heads who discussed the issue of
conservation of the ancestral hall with students. In this way, students
could feel and experience the historical events and think and make
decisions based on historical contexts.

Apart from continuing the development of Heritage Theatre, TEFO hopes
to inject more innovation into arts education in Hong Kong by working
with museums to develop Museum Theatre.

Panelists' Opinion

The creative and educational project combined culture, history and
heritage sites with drama, allowing students to learn history through the
interactive Heritage Theatre, contributing to the preservation of cultural
heritage in Hong Kong. Integrating theory and practice, the project
benefited not only students, but also achieved excellent results in terms
of teacher training.
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