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2.3 Young Children’s Aesthetic Encounters with Drama Improvisation (E) Ka-lee Ho (Hong Kong, Hong Kong Institute of
Education)

Aesthetic education becomes an essential domain in worldwide curricula for aesthetics stimulates children’s creativity
and imagination. Imitation and art-appreciation through arts activities are common strategies in developmental
appropriated approach, yet not all arts activities can create aesthetic experiences. This research proposed to foster
aesthetic education through aesthetic encounters. Taking drama improvisation as the arts medium, this study revealed
the process of young children’s aesthetics encounters.

Postmodernism underpins the study that Deleuze and Guattari’'s concept of rhizome was used to form a theoretical
framework with aesthetics of Daoism and drama improvisation. A/r/tography as an arts-based methodology was used to
study the aesthetic processes of six children (3 males and 3 females), aged 3-5 years, as they participated in five two
hours drama improvisation workshops. Data were gathered by using video recordings, focused discussions, children’s art
journals, and reflective journals. The process of children’s aesthetic encounters was illuminated through their exercises of
decisiveness, introspectiveness and empathy. Children’s cognitive and sensory exercises, as well as ethics of
self-consciousness building were also recorded as transformations of child through aesthetic encounters. The study

reconceptualised aesthetic encounters with young children in Hong Kong. (Original, no Chinese translation available)
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5.1 Critical Pedagogy in Contemporary English Drama Studies: Adapting Scenes from Caryl Churchill as a Methodology
for Community-oriented Drama (E)
May Hsiao-min Yu (Hong Kong, Lingnan University)
The problematics of pedagogy in tertiary education can be reflected by the common disjunction between students’
knowledge acquisition and their engagement in the community which can be connected to the wider pedagogic
question concerning the neglect of student autonomy in learning. Calling for a critical pedagogic alternative for
Contemporary English Drama Studies at undergraduate level, my ongoing action research aims at establishing a basic
methodology for a semi-scripted, community-engaged theatre project using several adapted short scenes taken from
Caryl Churchill’ s polemical and socially-engaged plays. The study considers the essence of community theatre forms
with adaptations of Churchill’ s plays as a viable critical pedagogic approach; it outlines a localised case study in Hong
Kong triangulating language, literature and community to provide a holistic foundation for drama studies. It aims to
integrate institutional learning with community experience outside the institution, while encouraging students to reflect
on the development of various communities in their society in relation to the academic knowledge and social values
they have developed in university. The presentation will introduce the rationale of my study with a focus on the
community-engaged scope of Caryl Churchill’ s plays and its relevance to the critical pedagogic alternative in
Contemporary Drama Studies in tertiary education.

(Original, no Chinese translation available)
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